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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to Serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B 'Tubby' Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought. word 
and deed the prejudices which 
separate people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 
Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. 

Fax: 01296 696137. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 
Editorial Assistant: Jenny Small 


Cover: John Njendaho ( whose 
education in Llandudno is 
sponsored by Colwyn Bay 
Branch) interviewed by Pam 

oP. Rhodes for Songs of Praise. 
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A Time for Reflection .... 
Neen! RI 


| was born on 8 May, a few years after VE Day itself, and 

therefore found this year a particularly sce time to 

celebrate a birthday. Toc H has made its own significant 
contribution to the 50th Anniversary of the ending of World War IL 
in encouraging Share the Peace Vigils on both VE Day and VJ Day 
(15 August). Nearly 800 Share the Peace packs were requested in 
time for VE Day, and peace messages were received from our 
patron, HM Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, the Pope, Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, The Prime Minister and many other public 


figures. 
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Following the Toc H Lecture on Reconciliation by Lord Owen, on 
HMS Belfast, London, in April, it was decided to run a short series 
under this theme in future issues of Point three. The first of these, 
by Bruce Kent - a household name through his tireless peace 
campaigning and prominence in CND - is in this month's issue. 
Bruce reminds us that reconciliation is about more than just 
forgiveness, and demands much more of us. And yet, even real 
forgiveness is hard enough to achieve. We may well delude 
ourselves about our success but, as Bruce so graphically describes, 
‘Which of us, in reality, has not got a mental cupboard full of those 
who have injured us in the past? How often do we repeat the little 
stories which put them down. How regularly we turn them over to 
drop on a spot of acid in the back corners of our minds!’ 


Later in the series, | look forward with real enthusiasm to the 
contribution of Toc H member, Rabbi Helen Freeman, of the Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue, who has already made a valuable contribution 
to these pages by pointing out how anti-Jewish one of our recent 
articles appeared. This has led to a discussion with Helen about 
how we can take for granted stories and information that have been 
handed down to us over the years, and there are several texts in the 
New Testament that can easily seem insensitive to other faiths. 


There are two other articles in this issue that | would like to mention. 
One is a moving account of Minster Development Officer Terry 
Brown's meeting with WWI Veterans, 98 year-old Bill Twigg and 
100 year-old Donald Hodge, at Poperinge in May. They were there 
to celebrate 80 years of Toc H as well as the exact 80th anniversary 
date of John Macrae’s poem In Flanders Field. Terry joined them on 
their return to the battlefields and witnessed Bill's first-ever 


opportunity to pay his respects to his former commanding officer, 
who was killed in September 1915. 


Then there is lan Moore's article, A Sense of Purpose, which charts 
nis own personal attempt to do something about inner city conflict in 
Bristol. His achievement is remarkable by any standards, and the 

modest and under-stated way in which he describes it as part of his 


Hes Peg and relates it to the Toc H journey, is an inspiration 
o us all. 


Ruth Boyd 


gi n Charles Dickens’ 
isd evergreen short novel, 


A Christmas Carol, you 
may recall the visitation of the 
Second Spirit, the Spirit of 
Christmas Present. When 
Scrooge is shown Tiny Tim's 
empty chair, and the un-needed 
crutch hanging on the wall, he 
cries, ‘Oh no, kind Spirit, say he 
will be spared!’ 


The Spirit replies, ‘If these 
shadows remain unaltered by the 
future, none others of my race 
will find him here’. These words 
could well become the epitaph of 
Toc H unless...unless we all pull 
together and take positive action 
to dispel the shadows hanging 
over Toc H today. Am | being 
alarmist? No, | most certainly am 
not. Let me spell it out. 


- we are running out 
of money 

- we are running out 
of people! 


At the moment the odds are on 
the former passing the post first. 
But it doesn't have to be that 
way. Both situations are 
reversible if, and it is a big if, we 
are prepared individually and 
collectively to put aside our 
doubts and reservations, stop 
criticising, and start doing. 
A Council, every member 
of Toc H has a choice. 
That choice is very simply 
whether or not we are prepared 
to focus our time and talents on 
fulfilling the mission handed 
down to us by the Movements 
founders. Remember, they 
started out with a trust in God, a 
shared vision and just £9 in the 
bank! Oh, and also 2,000 names 


and addresses which Tubby 
didn't hesitate to use! 


s | said at Central 


| am certain that there are some 
of you who will immediately say, 
‘Ah yes, but they were young and 
enthusiastic and we...’. However, 
my challenge is to ask, what 
difference does age make? 
Should we be any less 
enthusiastic just because we are 
older? Are we any less able to 
make a contribution? | do not 
believe so. If we think we have 
problems today, let me remind 
you that those early Toc H'ers 
didn’t have a great deal going for 
them. The ‘land fit for heroes’ 
that they were promised was little 
more than a politician’s dream. 
Scarred as they were, mentally 
and physically, from bitter 
conflict, these men returned to a 
land impoverished by wa: and on 
the brink of Depression. Jobs 
were scarce and Social Security 
as we understand it was virtually 
non-existent. But this did not 
daunt them and they rose to the 
challenge. Can we? 


hose of you who have 

received and read and, 

| hope, shared my recent 
Director's Notes, will know that, 
following the Central Executive 
Committee’s Review Weekend, 
we are taking immediate 
measures to significantly reduce 
our spending and to increase our 
income generation. Within three 
years we aim to be financially 
stable. If we are to achieve this 
then we need everyone to play 
their part. And let me state 
unequivocally that everyone has 
a part to play. 


Through the pages of this 
magazine you are kept regularly 
informed of the range and scope 
of Toc H work and activities. | 
can say, without fear of 
contradiction, that somewhere in 
the United Kingdom, every single 
day of the year, Toc H is doing 


something to make a difference 
to the lives of other people. | am 
proud of that and | hope you are 
too. If you share my feelings, | 
invite you to consider what your 
contribution will be to our 
Movement's future. 


There is so much that you can 
do. You can help us through this 
difficult financial time by raising 
funds and giving additional 
support to the Family Purse. You 
can encourage some of your 
friends, especially those who 
know something of Toc H, to 
participate in the Community 
Initiative scheme and become a 
Toc H Partner. Alternatively, you 
can let me have names and 
addresses of those who you think 
might be interested - so that | can 
write to them and invite them to 
join the scheme. It is only by 
getting people involved in the 
Movement that we shall find new 
members and achieve the 
financial stability that we are so 
anxious to secure. There is so 
much that we can do together to 
make a difference. 

A find it hard to 

contemplate a world 

without Toc H. Of one thing | am 
certain - should this day come, 
our nation will be infinitely the 
poorer. 


s | look to the future, | 


Mike Lyddiard 
Director W 
the 


Through les, | 


‘Community Initiative’ we 
have recruited over 175 new 
supporters to the Movement. 
Can you help us reach our 


target of 2,000 new 
supporters by 31 March 
1996? For further information 
and ‘Community Initiative’ 
leaflets, please contact Mike 
Lyddiard. 


Greater Love Hat 


When Canadian army doctor John Macrae penned 
his famous poem /n Flanders Field, he could not 
have imagined the reaction it would have on his 
generation, nor the fame that both he and his 
poem would achieve. But on 3 May 1995, exact y 
80 years to the day after writing it, both John an 
his work (as a soldier, doctor and poet) were to be 
commemorated by a symposium on his life, and 
by the official opening of the restored ‘Essex 
Farm Dressing Station’ where he worked and f 
wrote. Among those invited to attend this moving 


occasion were several of John Macrae’s relatives, | « 


some quite old, the curator of the John Macrae 
Museum at his birthplace of Guelph in Canada, 
and dignitaries and school children from Canada, 
Britain and Belgium. Included in these were two 
First World War veterans, who chose to stay at 
Talbot House. It was here, after all the 
celebrations had ended and others had departed, 
that | was able to spend two wonderful days 
trying to get a fee/ for the situation into which 
these men had been thrown, and what it was that 
had motivated the birth and tremendous early 
growth of Toc H. | knew it would affect me, little 
did | realise just how much: 


‘We crouched in the bottom of the muddy trench, 
each of us alone with our thoughts. It was Christmas 
Day, 1916. Part of our minds were with our families 
at home, wishing that we could be there at this time, 
while the other part of our minds was concentrated 
on the raid we had been detailed for. At 5am on the 
following morning we were to take part in one of the 
regular little exercises of a raiding party, sneaking 
towards the enemy lines with the intention of 
Capturing a sentry or two. It had been a habit both 
sides had developed, to try to obtain information 
about the opposing forces. These raids may sound 
to many like an adventure. They did to some of us at 
first, but | can assure you they weren't. They were 
both unpopular and very dangerous. 


‘As we Sat with our thoughts, the post arrived and the 
men were gathered round, each hoping that he 
would be the lucky recipient of a parcel from home. 
Cake, clothing, cigarettes. It would all be welcome. 
My name was called out. There was a letter for me 
which | took over to one side to read. As | read it, my 
numbed mind struggled to cope with what | was 
reading. It was from my mother. She was writing to 
let me know that my tather had been killed on the 
Somme. | was just 18 years old and devastated. 


‘It didn't take long for the news to get round and my 
sergeant came over to tell me that, under the 
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h No Man Than This 


The Last Post at the Menin Gate: standing behind Bill & Donald 
is Bev Dietrich, curator of John Macrae House in Canada. 


circumstances, | wouldn't have to go on the morning 
raid. | asked to be allowed to go. It wouldn't be fair 
on the other lads if | didn’t - and it would help take 
my mind off my father's death and my mother’s 
worry over my still being here at the front. 


‘However overnight it snowed heavily, so the raid 
was cancelled. | didn't have to go after all.’ 

S abound from the Great War. Bookshops and 
libraries are full of examples, often direct 


quotes from the diaries and memories of ‘old 
Soldiers’. 


tories of tragedy, misery, horror and humour 


What made this one different from the numerous 
ones that | have read in the past, was that 98-year- 
old Bill Twigg, of the Northumberland Fusiliers, was 
Sitting in the garden of Talbot House and recounting 
the story to me in person. He sighed as he 
remembered receiving the news. | was almost in 
tears. Over the next two days Bill, and another great 
veteran, Donald Hodge, two years Bill's senior, had 
me enthralled - with Stories, memories and 
anecdotes - as we travelled back in time to places 
they had known almost 80 years before. 


Bill's last scene of action in the Salient had been to 
guide the relief to Polygon Wood before he left with 


John Macrae's niece (centre) talking to Bill Twigg & Donald Hodge (far right). 


the Northumberlands for Italy in 1917. He stood in 
glorious sunshine at the spot he remembered so well, 
in stunned silence, and gazed about at the densely 
wooded beauty spot which makes this cemetery one 
of the most picturesque and peaceful in the Salient. 
Then, turning to me, he quietly said: ‘When | left here 
there wasn't a tree standing. | can’t believe what l'm 
seeing’. He sat quietly on a chair for a few minutes 
and just tried to take it all in as the memories came 
flooding back. 


ut not all the events recounted that day were 

as moving as this. Lighter moments were 

recalled. Bill told how he had accidentally 
wounded a friend while clearing the trenches. His 
friend, while only slightly wounded, had to return to 
England for treatment and, back at the front, Bill had 
to face a court martial. Fortunately he was found not 
guilty and, meanwhile, his friend had kept him 
supplied, through the post, with cigarettes and other 
luxuries as thanks for his few months’ rest in 
England! 


Donald told the story of the first gas masks they had 
to use - basically just hoods with a clear window in 
the front - that proved unsuccessful, because the 
windows misted up after just a few minutes. When a 
one-way valve was fitted to the next model it gave 
out a small ‘burping’ sound when the wearer 
breathed out. As the men stood on parade wearing 
the new masks, Donald remembers how everyone 
laughed because when they all breathed out it 
sounded like every man on parade had wind! 


Our last call was at Huts Cemetery at Dikebus, where 
Bill laid a wreath at the grave of his old Commanding 
Officer, a man he had both admired and respected. 
Bill had been on leave when Lieutenant Colonel Lord 
Manners had been killed in September 1915, and this 
was the first time Bill had been able to pay his 
respects. Donald said the exhortation, then we stood 
in silence for a minute. It was, without question, one 
of the most moving moments of my life. 
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Bill Twigg at the grave of his former 
Commanding Officer, Lord Manners. 

I spent two wonderful days with Bill Twigg and 
Donald Hodge at Talbot House and around various 
parts of the Salient. It gave me a greater insight into 
what all those men had experienced during the Great 
War and the effect that it had had on them - the 
hardships, misery and losses they had suffered 
during the war - the shared danger, humour and 
emotion with comrades, many of whom never 
returned. They also explained some of the difficulties 
of coming to terms with what had happened in their 
lives after the war and of the problems of integrating 
themselves back into the community. 


It also taught me a great deal about the bond 
between the soldiers and the unique fellowship which 
motivated those who began Toc H and drove this 
great Movement on for many years. All who came 
into contact with Bill and Donald were treated with 
affection and respect. The bond between these two 
very special gentlemen was even more obvious, and 
could not have stood out more if they had been tied 
together with a fluorescent tow rope. In their 
presence, | felt very honoured and extremely 
humbled. These men have lived through the most 
turbulent century this world has ever seen and they 
have done it the hard way. Yet their attitude towards 
each other and to those around them is something 
which we would all do well to try and emulate. The 
opportunities to share time with Great War veterans, 
particularly at the scene of their experiences, are 
getting fewer. Most people will never have the 
chance. | did and | took it, and will always treasure 
the memory. The words, We shall remember, will 
take on a far greater significance for me in the future. 
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5 Ẹ onald and Bill's lives and attitudes were 

| A inevitable greatly affected by what they had 

Emi experienced. | know that my life has been 

enriched, and my attitudes have been changed by 

their sharing with me just a little of that part of their 

lives, - the way they were and the way they are now. 
Terry Brown, Development Officer, Munster W 
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Reconciliation 


y father, a businessman, used to visit a 
lunchtime club in central London during the 
war. When he could, during school holidays, 
he would take me and my brother along as well. l 
suspect that he wanted to show us off to his friends. 


Frequently | noticed an older man sitting by himself 
in a corner looking rather gloomy. One day | asked 
my father who he was. ‘That' he said, ‘is so and so. 
He used to be a friendly sort of chap but he had a 
row with his son, a young man in his 20s, which 
lasted a long time.’ 

! wanted to know what had happened. 


My father explained that the son had joined the RAF 
in Bomber Command. One night he did not come 
back from a raid over Germany. The row between 
father and son, which could have been settled, was 
never settled. So | learnt why the old man sat in 
silence most of the time. It was too late for 
reconciliation, at least as we understand it, in this 
life. 


Now do we understand it? | have had to do a 
bit of thinking since | was asked to write this article. 
T forgiveness. The Gospels are clear enough 
about forgiveness. Seventy times seven, 
which amounts to always, we are told to forgive. 
There are parables about fathers who forgive without 
question and shepherds who will do anything to get 
back one lost sheep. The prophets and the psalms 
are no different. They tell of a God who is always 


ready to welcome back his unfaithful people. He 
keeps his promises, even if we don't keep ours. 


o start with, reconciliation is much more than 


So forgiveness is not conditional upon what 
someone else does. We can forgive those who have 
hurt us even though we may never have the 
opportunity to see or speak with them again. ‘Let no 
man drag you down so low that you begin to hate 
him’, said Martin Luther King. Forgiveness is the 
Opposite of that kind of hatred. 


It does not mean that we forget, or that wrong was 
not done. It does mean trying to extend to others 
God's unconditional concern for us. All of which is 
good standard piety, which is much easier to talk 
about than to practise. Which of us, in reality, has 
not got a mental cupboard full of those who have 
injured us in the past? How often do we repeat the 
little stories which do them down? How regularly we 
turn them over to drop on a spot of acid in the back 
corners of our minds! 
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In any event how can we forgive really great 
crimes? Perhaps that is only for God. | remember 
Primo Levi, who survived a death camp because his 
skills as a chemist were thought to be valuable, 
trying after the war to come to terms with one of his 
Nazi persecutors. It proved to be an impossible task. 
The enormity of the crimes was too great and the 


signs of understanding, let alone sorrow, were too 
few. 


But what of reconciliation? That demands much 
more than forgiveness. To reconcile is to pacify, to 
soothe, to overcome distrust, to make friendly after 
estrangement and to settle a quarrel. My guess is 
that, from the Latin, it means reconnecting our 
understandings and our joint wisdom. 


tis much easier said than done. There are 

real quarrels about real issues and people 

can behave very badly and irrationally. 
People do tell lies, they do scheme to get their plans 
agreed in unfair ways, they do sell houses without 
revealing defects, they do make impossible amounts 
of noise and mock your accent, religion or 
nationality. All such actions hurt. 


To be honest. for reconciliation to work, there has to 
be movement on both sides. On my side, however 
virtuous | feel, it has to be, there but for the grace of 
God go l. Am | so wonderful, so honest, so 
considerate and so pure that | have never done 


injury to others? If | can be so generous in my 
judgement bi inyself, how about dishing out some of 
the same generosity to others? They too have mixed 
motives, they too do good as well as harm, they too 
can be too proud (or shy) to say sorry. Taking 
splinters out of the eyes of others while forgetting the 
beams in our own is not a recommended course of 
Christian action. Once that frame of mind sets in, it is 
a question of who is going to start the process. 
Sometimes there is just no point in demanding a 
great moral postmortem. Such angst can even make 
things worse, whatever modern counsellors may 
say. 


But to break down walls of cold silence there has to 
be a gesture, a smile, a birthday card, a little 
present, a how are you? There has to be some 
signal. It may not get a response. Make another. 

If signals get no reply then don't return to coldness. 
Just bide your time. It may not come, however much 
you want it or have prayed for it. But at least you will 


have tried. 
i) not appear in some parish newsletter. It might 
even make the folksy morality of the Reader's 
Digest. So let me be quite blunt. Too much of the 
language used when discussing reconciliation 
assumes, by implication, that there are two equal 
parties unhappily divided by some falling out, who 
just need to be brought together. 


here is nothing | have said so far that could 


That is not the situation as it is seen by millions of 
people in the world today. How are the poor and 
deprived to be reconciled with the rich and powerful? 
Do we expect them to ignore the burden of injustice 
under which they live and to be brothers and sisters 
to those who cause their suffering? In our world 
today the poorest billion of our fellow citizens earn, if 
they earn at all, less than $200 a year. The richest 
billion (that’s us), earn on average about $20,000. 
The poorest see 15 million of their children die every 
year from starvation and disease and most of those 
are under the age of six. We, in the wealthy world, 
are almost strangers of infant mortality. While they 
die of starvation, we pay our farmers not to grow 
food. 


e pat ourselves on the back because we have 
a Red Nose event or have supported 


Traidcraft or Oxfam. Those are good things to 
do, no doubt, but only if we remember that we in the 
rich world take back in interest on loans every year, 
more than we give in all aid, both voluntary and 
government. 


We are quick to blame the United Nations, or one of 
its officials, for failure to deal with some international 
crisis. But few realise that we still, each year, pay 


only one pound for all the works of the United 
Nations, for every thousand pounds that we pay on 
our own military defence. In other words it is 
hypocrisy to talk about reconciliation to those we are 
exploiting, unless we do something to change the 
exploitation. How can we complain about the horrors 
of war when much or our economic system depends 


on the export of weapons? 
J second. This reminds me that there is another 
meaning to the word reconcile. It is the word 
accountants use when they prepare balance sheets 
and budgets. It means laying out the facts honestly 
so that everyone can see what the real situation is. 
Only then can policy decisions be made. 


ustice therefore goes first. Reconciliation 


Perhaps we need that kind of reconciliation before 
we can talk about overcoming distrust, making 
friends or healing wounds. 

Bruce Kent E 


A retired Catholic Priest, Bruce Kent has 
been connected with CND since the 1960s. A 
former Chairman and General Secretary, he 
is now Vice President. He is also Vice 
President of Pax Christi. Bruce Kent has 
served on the National Executive of the 
United Nations Association and is a past 
President of the International Peace Bureau. 


Bruce was one of the key organisers of a 
Rally for Reconciliation at the Methodist 
Central Hall, Westminster on VE Day, Monday 
8 May. Toc H stewards were an invaluable 
support on this occasion, thanks to the 
stalwart services of the South East Region - 
who also manned a Toc H publicity stall. A 
two hour concert concluded with a shortened 
Share the Peace service led by Revd Alan 
Johnson. 


Daphne Dawes, Chairman Branch/Group sub- 
Committee, sent in the following plea: ‘When 
Branches are planning their programme of events, 
activities and speakers, would they please arrange 
for an evening or afternoon visit by a Central 
Councillor. The Central Councilloris avery important 
channel of communication within the Region, and 
we wish to encourage Branches to be keptin touch 
and helped when, and if - but preferably before - 
any difficulties or problems arise.’ 


Stop Press! D. O. John Mitchell says that the Duck 
Race on Oxford's River Cherwell on 13 May raised 
£300 for local projects. The winning duck was 
number 1552, and runners-up were 1015, 1059, 
1468, 1941, 1853, 25, 1224, 1759, 1494 and 790. 


Toc H member lan Moore is a community policeman 
working in Bristol's Inner City. His current work 
involves co-ordinating summer activities for Inner 
City children under a police scheme entitled SPLASH. 
He set up a junior football team in Bristol, nine years 
ago - Saturday Boy's Club, and these lads are now 
playing adult football under the name of St Judes. 
What is remarkable about the undertaking is that 
nearly half the original players are in the current 
StJudes team and the rest still keep in touch. Dominic 
Barclay has gone on to play professional football with 
Bristol City and another, Dwayne Plummer, is shortly 
due to be offered a pro-contract - also with Bristol 
City. lan has been the club’s coach, secretary, as well 
as manager, for the entire nine years. Joe Jordan, the 
ex-Scottish International and Bristol City FC Manager 
has takena keen interestin the club andis responsible 
for signing-up Dominic. lan reports: 

| mg i Fue 


Bristol, an ancient City, was firmly established by the year 
1000 as a place of strategic importance. It was referred to 
by Saxon writers as Brycgstow - The Place of the Bridge. 
The City’s reputation was built on trade - some aspects 
more sinister than others. Still viewed today as one of the 
more prosperous areas, Bristol sometimes escapes the 
critical eye. With its vastly contrasting architecture - from 
medieval backstreets to neon-lit entertainment centres - 


itis quite easy to see why. 
+ poverty exist, as they have always done, and 
slowly but surely they are expanding. If you look 
behind the scenes there is increasing evidence of a 
potentially lost generation. Unemployment, or at best, low 
income short term employment, is all we have to offer the 
majority of our youngsters as they progress along the 
conveyor belt of the education system. When they are 
finally churned out onto the streets, they are immediately 
confronted by the ‘dog eat dog’ society we continue to 
breed through apathy and lack of resources. 


owever, behind the facade, pockets of very real 


Itis easy to sit back and blame society or the Government 
of the day. It's perhaps harder to remember that we form 
a part of that society as individuals, or that we elect the 
Government. It is even harder again to do something 
about the things we blame ‘them out there’ for. The 
reason it is harder is only due to our own recognition, or 
lack of it, in relation to our responsibilities and individual 
abilities. 

| believe the way to rectify this is to begin by asking 
realistically, ‘What can | achieve’? As the Talmudic verse 
states. ‘He who saves the life of one man. saves the entire 
world’. 
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Itis unfortunate, to say the least, that resources are being 
withdrawn from every quarter and the so-called ‘feel 
good factor! is no longer sufficient. Things must now be 
evaluated, quantified and justified. For me, the very 
foundation on which the human spirit exists is one’s 
feelings and emotions - and, if we cannot provide the ‘feel 
good factor’ through statutory agencies, we must provide 
it ourselves, either as individuals or collectively through 
linking with others. We must acknowledge our limitations 
but revel in our abilities. Each of our abilities will provide 
avital cog in the right machine, but we must believe in the 
collective goal to prevent it becoming a ‘spanner in the 
works’ - highlighting the beauty of choice, the value of 
understanding and the necessity of reconciliation. 


While it is often said that the end justifies the means, we 
need to recognise the end for what itis. | prefer to identify 
it as a series of objectives. Objectives do not necessarily 
constitute an end, but rather a stage in a journey which 
can result in an increase in our personal growth. It may 
not always be possible to reach the centre, but itis always 
possible to draw nearer to it. We are all very different in 
so many ways, but | firmly believe that we can feed off the 
same opportunities and derive benefit from them. Let me 
give you a personal illustration: 


have always derived much pleasure from sport, 
particularly soccer, and have been privileged to 
share this with a number of young people. | have 
been fortunate that this has been a spin-off from the job 
that | have as a Police Officer. In the mid-80s, | was 
appointed to increase links within Inner City Bristol, 
where tensions remained high following the earlier 
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disturbances. There was no particular remit as to haw to 
achieve this, or to what level these links should aspire. It 
therefore initially appeared rather difficult. 


One possibility arose from the fact that a knee injury | 
received in a cup semi-final prevented me from playing 
football for four and a half years. This prompted me to 
start a junior soccer team in the Inner City. We began at 
the under-12 level, in the Avon and Bristol Federation of 
Boy’s Club League. The lads were aged between 9 and 
11 years, and what they lacked in ability they made up for 
in effort and grew from strength to strength. 


My memory of our first maich against Manor Farm Boys 
Club, an already well established setup, is still clear. We 
lost 12-1, and one of the boys in my team was so confused 
that he began the second half by kicking the wrong way. 
He didn't realise you were supposed to change ends. 


In spite of our dreadful beginnings, the lads continued to 
go from strength to strength. The following year they won 
the league and cup double. Among their other successes 
were two European trophies, Avon five-a-side champions 
for three years and South West Counties five-a-side 
champions for two years, representing the South West in 
the National finals two years running. They were also cup 
runners-up in the Bristol Junior League Cup under 15's. 
Two of the boys are now playing professional football with 
Bristol City FC, with Dominic making his first team debut 
against Luton Town on 19 April 1994. Dwayne, who is a 
year younger, has just had trials for England under 17's. 


There have been many humorous incidents. One which 
will remain with me involved a young lad called Shalden, 
who joined our team at under- 14 level, having just arrived 


from Jamaica. He had never played football but was very 
keen. A natural athlete, big and strong, he soon showed 
a natural aptitude for tackling and heading. Although his 
understanding of the game was limited, he appeared to 
have the makings of a perfect central defender. He made 
his debut in one of our home matches and | explained 
before kick-off exactly what | wanted him to do: follow their 
centre forward, wherever he goes. Try and cut out as 
many high balls as you can, get your tackles in early and 
just lay off simple balls to the mid-field. 


He was brilliant. At half-time | was going to pat him on the 
back and praise him for his first-half performance. As the 
boys left the field | looked for Shalden, but there was no 
sign of him. | said to the others, ‘where's Shalden’ and one 
of them replied ‘over there’ - pointing towards the other 
team, who were now eating their oranges on the far side 
of the pitch. There was Shalden, sitting next to the 
opposition centre forward. | duly went across and brought 
him to our side of the pitch. | asked him why he was with 
the other team and was amazed when he replied: 

‘But lan, you told me to follow their centre forward wherever 
he went.’ When Shalden returned to Jamaica some 
months later | really missed his naive but lovely ways. 


he rest of the team - now young men - are largely 
| stilltogether. Although we are proud of the sporting 
achievements, there are numerous other spin- 
offs. One such success is Delroy, who has been involved 
in Bristol CAMEOs. He is now taking a degree course at 
Plymouth, having achieved an A and B grade in his 
A-levels. 


| believe that sport is one of the most successful means 
of bringing people together. It can cross all social 
boundaries and act as a great source of encouragement. 
It can raise self-esteem and promote the most unlikely 
friendships. Moreimportantly, itcan go along way towards 
increasing the quality of a person's life. 


As a result of my involvement, | feel that some of my 
objectives in life have been achieved. However, | would 
qualify this by saying that | have an inner recognition that 
this is only part of my journey and that | have a long way 
to go. Let me leave it at that, and add that, while we may 
bein a political climate where resources and funding have 
been seriously eroded, each of us who has benefitted in 
one way or another in this life needs to hold onto the fact 
that there is more to be had, more to achieve. There is a 
lesson here for Toc H. Perhaps even greater fulfilment will 
come from the next stage in our journey - that of securing 
funding to protect the initiative to expand, with new skills 
and determination, coupled with a different perspective. 
Most important of all is the personal satisfaction that 
results. Quite simply, achievement ‘feels good’. 


lan Moore E 
(More photos on next page) —p 9 


Dwayne & Gazza (pre-Lazio) - Wembley Stadium. 


pril was a busy month for Toc H in Cleveland. 
For one group of people, drawn from all parts 
of the district and involved in different Toc H 


A 


activities, the month began in Belgium. The trip to 
Poperinge included tours of the Ypres Salient and a 
day excursion to Bruges, and was enjoyed by all. 


The first week of April also marked National Spring 
Clean Week and staff in Cleveland once again organised 
a Refuse and Reflection day. This involved members 
and volunteers, with ages ranging from teens to 80s, in 
clearing litter from a part of Middlesbrough. Our now 
customary tea break gave an opportunity to reflect on 
how we deal with the rubbish in our own lives. 


Following a vibrant and expanding volunteer 
involvement in Projects and CAMEOs in the district, 
the middle of the month witnessed the inaugural meeting 
of a new group in Cleveland. It is early days but, while 
smallin number, the group lacks nothing in enthusiasm 
and is sure to go from strength to strength. Some of the 
group's members formed a team in the county's annual 
Superswim - a sponsored event at the month end, 
which raised money for local charities and from which 
Toc H habitually benefits. 
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ast, but not least, members from the district met 
with countryside wardens at Saltburn to find out 
how Toc H could be involved in developing a 
Focal Point activity with the Cleveland Community 
Forest - one of a number of initiatives, nationally, 
designed to increase woodland and access to the 
countryside. A woodland walk following a presentation 
fired interest in the possibilities. Watch this space! 


John Dunwell E 


Your 
Letters 


My Love and Enthusiasm for Toc H 


What a sad and depressing picture Steve Ward has 
of Toc H in the West Midlands. Agreed, branches are 
small in number and members, but then Toc H was 
never meant to have large branches, but to spread 
out, pass on the message and spirit of Toc H. 


Have you been to the Cannock Chase Project Steve, 
or on a Project or CAMEO? | have, and met others 
far younger than I, but whose love and enthusiasm 
for Toc H is as great as that of we long-standing 
members. 


The District has a five-year plan, actively working to 
advance Toc H in the area. We have a keen new 
CAMEO group and two ‘Follow-Up’ groups keeping in 
touch with 50 project volunteers, and thus informed 
of future projects. There is a Solihull General Group 
(mixed ages) which, long-term, will involve local firms 
and trusts financially and 18-25 year olds actively. 
Bilston has a new branch of 12 members. 


Our own branch, Solihull Women, must be unique. 
We are all office bearers due to there being only five 
members, plus two loyal friends. We are all actively 
involved in District and Regional events, plus our 
personal Toc H ‘jobs’. Our Treasurer works wonders 
and ensures all monies, apart from a carry-forward 
float, are put to good use before each 31 March. We 
understand branches are not meant to hold onto 
money, and believe that our own charity, Toc H, 
should come first. Apart from a small donation to a 
Birmingham Hospice, all monies have gone to Toc H 
charities, i.e. Family Purse, Knasdobir, Overseas 
Fund, Cannock Chase, Friendship Circles, Projects 
and CAMEOs. It’s amazing what a small branch can 
do. 


We were therefore staggered to learn of a Toc H 
Bond for branches holding £10,000 plus. Who are 
these branches? And why are they holding onto so 
much money? No offence meant! Please tell us why. 
We are not even carrying £100 forward. 


There is now the Community Initiative, where we are 
asked to encourage non-members to become 
‘Partners’, pledging themselves financially to prevent 
our wonderful Movement falling into financial decline. 
How can branches do this when they are holding 
onto so much money. For what purpose? Come on 
you wealthy branches, help save our wonderful and 
unique Family. 


Betty Wood, Solihull 
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| was surprised, bec; 
dynamic and thriving CAM 
Brimingham, and a regular a 
meetings. | also know of lots o 


enthusiasm for the continued growth and health o : 
Toc H is currently reflected in a draft five-year plan, 
which highlights the importance of continued and 
evolving support for ‘an active and expanding 
expression of Toc H in the Birmingham area’. 


| am disappointed, because Toc H in Birmingham 
seems to be embarking on an exciting new phase of 
healthy continuance and expansion, and Steve is ill- 
informed about its potential. 


The CAMEO Group to which | belong has been in 
existence for several years and has organised and 
run several CAMEOs - the latest being Sexuality 
Matters, a report of which appeared in Point three. 


| agree with Steve's emphasis on the need to meet 
the demands of the local community, but further 
believe that Toc H is making a great effort to do this 
in Birmingham - take for example the work of the 
Solihull Development Committee (another active 
group in the area) aiming to empower young peaple 
to take individual responsibility for Toc H-initiated 
schemes in Solihull. 


As far as staff support is concerned, the district 
receives a lot of support from its Field Officer, who 
has been actively involved in the establishment of 
both the CAMEO Group and Solihull Development 
Committee and shows his on-going support by 
attending their meetings. 


Unlike Steve, | am not convinced that increasing the 
number of administrators in the area will necessarily 
increase the productivity of Toc H in Birmingham: 
specifically focused LTVs may be more helpful in 
bringing creativity and dedication where needed. 


Communication within the Movement needs 
continual monitoring: improvements in 
communication will always help to positively address 
Steve's concerns re HQ, membership, motivation 
and success. He should, however, be aware that 
there are lines of communication already available in 
the area: not least a Field officer and regular District 
Meetings, which offer useful opportunities for 
interested members to stay informed about, and 
involved in, the evolving Movement. 


Ann Powell, Birmingham 
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The NFU CAMEO with Toc H 


Getting people together to talk about an issue rather 
than direct confrontation is something which the NFU 
tries to do (perhaps mare successfully within its own 
ranks), so | was delighted to be approached by Toc H 
Development Officer, David Harrison, with a view to 
getting opposing sides together on the veal production/ 
live transport debate. 

It was decided to have the meeting in Bristol, a pilot 
scheme in fact, and if successful the NFU was more 
than happy to go along with Toc H and repeat the 
exercise in other cities. 

After initial consultation, itwas thought a small meeting 
of no more than 20 was the most appropriate and that 
no press should attend, but that press releases would 
be issued before and after the event. Needless to say, 
it did attract a good deal of radio and press attention - 
particularly locally. 

Five farmers (representing dairy, beef and sheep 
production and a transporter) came forward from the 
NFU, and five protesters (an extremist, a vegetarian 
and three of more moderate views) represented Toc H. 

It was extremely beneficial to have David as the 
Chairman/Mediator. On such an emotive issue things 
could have got out of hand; as it was everyone had their 
say and David sorted the areas of common ground. 

Both farmers and protesters condemned violence 
over the export of live animals and called for a joint 
initiative to improve animal welfare standards across 
Europe. They agreed that the most important aspect 
was education (without propaganda or distortion), for 
the public to know of the farmers needs and concerns 
and vice-versa. There was concern at the cost of 
policing at the demonstrations. 

There was no agreement on journey times for animals 
but all agreed that, in an ideal world, animals should 
have the shortest journey possible to the 
slaughterhouse. No conclusions were reached as to 
what to do with 500,000 surplus calves from the dairy 
industry each year, if there were to be a ban on the 
export trade. 

ltwas, in fact, quite remarkable that people with such 
different views could get together to look for common 
ground. Certainly, far more was achieved than by noisy 
public confrontation. The veal production/live transport 
issue is very complex and we were not going to solve 
the problems in just one meeting, but at least all sides 
were looking for answers together. The NFU is 
organising a massive programme of ‘open’ days on 
farms this summer, to try and give the public the 
opportunity to see how farming really operates. A 
special welcome will be extended to all Toc H members, 
so look out for a farm open in your area. 

We certainly hope there will be more meetings, as 
in Bristol, and the NFU extends special thanks ta 

Toc H for taking the initiative. 
Mary James, Bristol. 
Council Delegate, Somerset N.F.U. 


Thrift Shop Appeal 

| would like to use the pages of Poiri: three to thank the 
many branches and members who supported the 
Toc H Thrift Shop Appeal. For the interest of other 
branches, the shop is seen as a lifeline by many 
families who rely on benefits for their income. It sells 
essential items such as baby clothes and warm winter 
coats at much reduced prices. 


The shop was brought about by the dedication of 
Toc H member Mrs Edie Coltman, who first came to 
know Toc H through Friendship Circles. To repay the 
kindness shown to her by Toc H, she had the idea tg 
open a shop some three years ago and then saw it 
through to completion last year. As in any new venture, 
the first year requires a lot of dedication and hard work, 
as well as setting-up expenses. 


Any other individuals, branches, districts and regions 

wanting to help make a real difference in the St Hilda’s 

community in Middlesbrough can still do so by making 

a donation towards the Thrift Shop Appeal. Please 
contact me for further details. 

Stuart Wroe 

Division One PR and Appeals Officer 


Teaching Your Grandmother to Suck Eggs 


My friend, Edgar Stickley's letter in April's Point three 
caused me to look at the January article it referred to, 
Giving Matters, which | had taken at face value - 
thinking | suppose that we all realise the high cost of 
running a charity in today's world. The source of the 
figure referred to is, of course, from the gross amount 
in last year’s Accounts and in the leaflet that was 
included in last October's Point three. How many 
members one divides into it is always fluid, depending 
on at what point and whether one counts overseas as 
well, but the result must be around £100 a head. 


So, ‘facing reality’ is perhaps a kinder expression than 
learning to suck eggs, but it comes down to the same 
thing and, as for whether the author should have said 
it, surely we employ staff to lead us - which is partly to 
keep us aware of how harsh facts affect our beloved 
Movement and the work they are doing. | believe that 
Stuart was doing his job with his article, which told us 
a lot more constructive facts. 


Clearly itis a main concern of our CEC and leaders to 
try to reduce the figure, and/or to make the resources 
it covers more valuable to our members, and valued by 
them, but the easiest solution to the per head figure is 
more members. As my predecessor tried to promote, 
‘Plus One’ would make it £50! 


Such solution is the main principle of The Strategy 
Plan, who knows any other way? 


Gerry Conibeer, Honorary Treasurer, 
Leatherhead 


ee . . 
Toc H Publicity in May: A number of Branches have 


Welcome to 5 New Members: 


Mr M A Shelley-Smith, Bilston 
Leigh Arundale, Colwyn Bay 
James Slatter, Gloucester 

‘Cliff, Newman, Holyhead 

Barry Broadmeadow, Llandudno 


contacted their local press about our 80th Birthday 
celebrations. This is most encouraging, and we 
would like to receive information and photographs 
from all events held this year. Nearly 800 Share the 
Peace packs have been issued, and we would 
appreciate feed-back about your VE Day Peace 
Vigil. Packs are still available for the VJ Peace Vigil 
on 15 August. A taped interview with Alan Johnson 
and Rabbi Helen Freeman, of the Liberal Jewish 
Synagogue, discussing Share the Peace, was 
circulated to 30 local radio stations. At the time of 
going to press, a number of these recordings have 
been heard ‘on air’. Mike Lyddiard was interviewed 
on Radio Kent on 7 May and Alan Johnson on Radio 
Cleveland on 8 May. Alan and Mike were heard in 
separate interviews on United Christian Broadcasting 
(UCB Radio), talking about Toc H and our 80th 
anniversary. Mike has also been interviewed on 
Radio London, talking about our work with prisoners, 
following a letter by him on the subject in The Times 
on 27 April. This initiated an interview with Mike and 
a subsequent article in The Guardian on 6 May. The 
summer issue of This Englandmagazine, which is on 
sale now, contains a four-page article about Toc H. 


me ioo- 


Declaration of Hope: Almost 10,000 signatures 
were attached to the Declaration of Hope which was 
handed in at No. 10 Downing Street on 1 May. The 
Declaration was presented to a member of the Prime 
Minister's staff by the Revd Alan Johnson, Rabbi 
Helen Freeman of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue in 
London and Mr D B Patel of the Shree Sanatan 
Mandir Hindu Temple in Leicester. Other group 
members included Mary Edwards, Mike Lyddiara. 


Sue Pells and representatives from Leedex. 
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Kempston Branch celebrated the 80th Birthday with a 
concert by the Northampton Male Voice Choir and the 
Transfig Singers at the Transfiguration Church, 
Kempston. The Archdeacon of Bedford and the Director 
of Toc H, the chairman of the County Council and the 
Ma yor and Mayoress of Bedford, were special guests. 
Mike Lyddiard is seen receiving a cheque from the 
proceeds of the concert on behalf of Toc H. Jack and 
Pat Turner, Margaret Bodle and Margaret George 
make up the group. 


Growing with Adversity: Christine Wager reports that 
this weekend workshop, which was put on again due to 
popular demand, was once more ably led by Bill Bains, 
Ann Crouch and Barry Englefield: ‘Adversity is 
experienced by everyone at some time in their life, 
often causing a chain reaction and leading to a cycle of 
failure. The weekend allowed the group to explore the 
causes and identify patterns which can lead to such 
situations and concluded with a session of reflections, 


music and readings.’ 


a 
Ipswich Men’s Branch organised a Carpet Bowls 
Tournament for bowls players throughout Suffolk and 

north Essex, and raised £256 for Friends of Khasdobir. 

13 


The Skelmorlie and wares Bay Branch have 
expanded their activities to include help and advice in 
the organisation of events at Stroove House. Maurice 
Dawson writes: ‘This is a large Christian family home 


owned by the Skelmorlie Foundation Group and | 


operated under the auspices of the Church of Scotland. 
The warden John Cathcart is a member of the branch. 
An Open Day was held in March and, despite atrocious 
weather, there was a good turnout with much laughter 
and fun. There were opportunities for visitors to tour the 
house and to see the latest improvements. The Revd 
Bill Armstrong of Skelmorlie and Wemyss Church 
dedicated a small chapel, which has been created from 
anold boiler house. To reflect the interest of the branch, 
the chapel has been named The Upper Room, and a 
Toc H plaque fitted to the door. The branch also 
organised the placing of a remembrance plaque in the 
grounds, to commemorate the memory of nine-year- 
old Craig Botley from Possilpark in Glasgow - who 
sadly lost his life shortly after a holiday at Stroove. Our 
next project at Stroove will be the renovation and 
tidying of the landscaped gardens in August.’ 


Daniel Simon, Dean of Toc H india, reports en 
Trivandrum that the India Executive Council meeting 
on 8 April was presided over by Mr Japamony, Toc H 
India Commissioner. After discussing many matters 
the meeting ended with a dinner which was enjoyed by 
all. The photo shows the Anglican Church wedding at 
Trivandrum of Vimeetha, (who holds an Msc in 
Agriculture), second daughter of Mr Japamony, and 
Mr Ebby. a production engineer from Tamilnadu. 
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Members of Toc H Victoria at their putter lunch, which 
celebrated 70 Years of Toc H Victoria and launched 
Australia Remembers to Share the Peace. 


Nancy Johnson presenting a bouquet to HRH Princess 
Anne atthe Victim Support Annual Meeting in Coventry. 
Nancy was able to tell Princess Anne about her voluntary 
work, which she does in the name of Toc H. She has 
been a Toc H member for over 60 years and has 
returned to the Isle of Wight and rejoined Sandown 
and Shanklin Branch. 


Members of CE Bay 8 Branch presenting Welsh 
Talking Newspaper, Y GADWYN, with a high- 
performance microphone. 


A cassette recording of Somerset District's 80th 
Birthday Celebration Concert can be obtained from 


Sydney Cox. Please contact Sydney for more details: 
12 Esplanade, Burnham, Somerset TA8 1 BE. 


We regret to announce the death of the following members 


In March R G Heawood (Late Swaffham) 
William Laverack (London District) 
John Smith (Burraton) 

In April Timothy ‘David’ Ely (Hartley Wintney; 


Phyllis Stringer (Sheaf, Sheffield) 


Not previously 
recorded Grace Hewson (Barrow-on-Humber) 
Alice Robinson (Wroughton) 


Norman Toon (Broughton Astley) 


Memories of Vic Martin 


The February issue of Point three printed a very nice obituary for Vic 
Martin, but | fee! that he deserves much more - an article at least. You may 
not realise it, but without Vic there would be no Warden Manor Trust. 


Around 1930, Jack Cole offered the Manor to Toc H as a holiday centre 
for members and their friends, but they refused it. Jack decided to do the 
job himself and asked Vic (a fellow member of Oxford Branch) and his 
wife, to run the show. They gathered a team together and set to work 
making the Manor habitable - that alane makes a story! 


I could tell you alot more, but there are others better qualified. George Lee 
and ‘Shady’ for instance. George served on district teams with Vic before 
joining Toc H staff. Vic was my Best Man in absentia in September 1939. 
The RAF decided they had prior rights, so | stood alone at the Chancel 
steps waiting for my ‘Ginger’. 1 do hope you will find some way to honour 
one of the great men of Toc H - a friend of Tubby who often visited the 
Jack Tyzack, Coventry 


Manor. 


We were so sorry to read of Vic Martin's death in February's Point three. 
One thing you do not mention was the very fine model railway layout and 
the old-type Edmondson card tickets he and his wife, wearing their 
uniforms, issued when you called on them. Itwas always pleasant to visit 
Warden Manor and to receive such a warm welcome, including tea and 
home made cake. | am afraid we disgraced ourselves once by our son 
dropping a china plate - but no grumbles from the railway staff! 

Eric and Brenda Goatham, Dartmouth 


bru . He was ee 
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He was al one time Chairman of the Natal Re 
Johannesburg, Pretoria and Porn Elizabeth Bra 
Pietermaritzburg and Durban. He was also assaci Ete 
Zulu, a place of hope for TB sufferers. Over the years Toc H bec 
of the pillars of his life, which enthusiasm his wife, Barbara, fully she 
Scouting and being a Methodist Lay Preacher were his other | 
Passions, After Barbara's death in 1959. Jack came to the United | 
Kingdom, remarried and went to Singapore for three years. On his return 
tothe UK, he subsequently became a member of Shrewsbury, Wroughton — 
and Ipswich Branches, the latter since the early 1970s. At the time of his — 
death he was Ipswich Men's Branch Chairman and Treasurer, a Branch 
representative on the Haywain District. and also with the Haywain District 
Project Group. Jack was a grand fellow and one | am proud to have been 
associated with over many years. ERT 


On Easter Sunday, Phyllis Stringer, aged 82, died in hospital follawing 
a heart attack. Phyllis was very much loved and respected by all the 
members of Sheat (Sheffield) Branch, of which she was one of the 
founder members. Always willing to help others and to work far the 
Branch, she was a truly Christian persan whose example we would all do 
well to follow. She willbe sadly missed but we have a permanent reminder 
of her in the beautiful banner which she created for the Branch. JF 


Mary Davies, died on 11 March in her 91st year. She joined the 
Movementin 1927 and during her years of membership was instrumental 
in helping to start three branches. She moved to Little Hereford and, often 
in the 1960s, with her husband who was the lacal farrier, entertained 
Leominster Branch members at their home. After Harry's death she 
moved to Tenbury Wells and spent her ‘twilight’ years at Waverley House. 
well cared for by the staff and visited by Leominster members. Mary 
managed to attend one or two Branch Garden Parties which she greatly 
enjoyed. HH 


Falmouth Branch regret the loss in January of Dee Osborne. Dee had 
only been a Toc H member for afew years and much of that time had been 
during her battle with cancer. However she brought alively mind, together 
with prayerfulness, and she will be much missed by the Branch, her parish 
church and many friends in the community. RG 


The untimely death of David Ely at the age of 53 is a sad loss to Hartley 
Wintney Branch. He had been a member since 1987, anda very able Pilot 
for the past five years. His special gift was the ability to mix easily with 
people from all walks of life and he involved himself widely in the 
communal life of the village. His life expressed the Four Points of the 
Compass. A practising Catholic, his faith at the last was an example to us 
all. We also remember, with affection, his powerful pipe and hearty 
cough. We give thanks for his life and for having known him. JP 


Honiton Joint Branch was devastated by the death of Charles Greenslade 
on 21 April. He was our longest serving member, having joined the men’s 
branch in its infancy, and was secretary for many years. He only 
relinquished this post on the amalgamation of the men's and women’s 
branches in August 1994. Charles was a perfect example of the Toc H 
ethos. for he lived by the Faur Points of the Compass, and was respected 
by all who knew him. As well as locally, he had many friends at District. 
Regional and National level, whom he had met at various functions and 
during his visits to All Hallows and the Old Hause. He was a tireless 
worker for Toc H, having, among other things, organised the fortnightly 
OAP Social Evenings - held for many years in the Tac H Room. as well 
as being always at hand to help at the manthly coffee mornings. Although 
ill-health had curtailed his activities recently, he maintained a keen 
interest in Toc H affairs right up to the end. We give thanks for his life and 
revere his memory. for he was a true stalwart of Toc H and a friend to 
many, and the world is a poorer place with his passing. JAL 


The Revd Raymond Garth Heawood died very peacefully on 17 March. 
He was aged 92 and was Toc H area Padre in the West Midlands in the 
early 1930s. 


Itis with sorrow and regret that Coupar Angus Branch report the death of 
Catherine Wood on 17 April at the age of 77. Cath was loved by us all 
and will be sadly missed. MJ 


People in Groups 
Cuddesdon House - 17-19 October 1995 


Another chance to take part in this popular and exciting 
event. The aim is to enable people to become more 
aware of how groups operate (group process) and of 
how they themselves behave in groups. 


Cost to members is £15. This event is also open to 
people from outside Toc H. 


For further details and an application form please write 
to: Janet Graves, Training. Department, 

Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Bucks HP22 6BT 


Remembrance Day 1995 


A Toc H CAMEO 


9 - 13 November 


We are looking for six people who lived through the Second 


World War as adults, to join six 16 - 18 year olds at Talbot 
House. The idea is for participants to explore what 
Remembrance means to them, to visit key areas in Belgium to 
witness some of the outcomes of war, and to attend a 


| Remembrance Day Service. 


Cost £120 (subsidies may be available) 


| Further details from: Birmingham CAMEO Development Group, 


Ann Powell, 179 Leach Green, Reanal, nga B45 8EL 
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To celebrate Toc H's 80th birthday, member Jim 
Simpson is undertaking a journey from 
Southampton to Hull - but with a difference! Jim's 
challenge is to see how many different crossings of 
the English Channel and North Sea he can make in 
a week. If you can help with sponsorship, transport, 
link in with your event in September ‘95, or simply 
offer a cup of tea and support, please contact: 


Toc H Ferry Challenge 
142 Jubilee Crescent, Wellingborough, Northants 
NN8 2PG Tel::01933 227701 


A Garden Party will be held at Headquarters, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
on Saturday 24 June 1995, between 2 pm and 5 pm. 
All are welcome, put a note in your diary! 
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esc CANES 
at Cuddesdon House, Near Oxford 
7-8 October 1995 


The Criminal Justice Act accentuated the clash of 
Lifestyles that occurs between those who travel and 
those who lead more settled lives. This CAMEO, for 
which we plan to bring together travellers of different 
types, farmers, house-owners, police and others, will 
look at the points of conflict between these lifestyles. 
We shall explore the stereotypes which encourage 
prejudice, and listen to people's personal experiences. 
We shall seek to find common ground to celebrate as 
well as recognising genuine differences of outlook and 
values. 

As most participants will be from the Oxford area, the 
event is NOT residential. However, a FEW places are 
available for people from other parts of the country (and 
we might be able to find an overnight bed with local 
members). 


Cost £25 
To apply, send a booking fee of £10 (cheques 


payable to Toc H), to John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, 
Bierton, Aylesbury HP22 5AS 


Around the World in 80 Years 


Photo Exhibition of Toc H Projects, Cameos, 
Friendship Circles 
5-10 June 1995, 9am to 6pm 
99 High Street, Hoddesdon 


Further details from: David and Beryl Collins, 
6 Palmers Grove, Nazeing, Essex EN9 2QF 
Tel: 01992 892630 
Light lunch available, cost £3.00 - must be ordered 
in advance 
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A celebration of 80 years of Toc H 
Nantwich Church | 
| 


Saturday 3 June 1995 
Service at 3 pm 
followed by tea and an evening concert. 
Further details from: 
Cyril Carrier: 01270 582870 


Old Colwyn Methodist Church 
Saturday 23 September 1995 
Service at 4 pm 
followed by tea and an evening concert. 
Further details from: 

David L Williams: 01492 530175 
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Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot 
Open June to September 
Enquiries Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312689, 
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